
ANNUAL
REPORT

2 0 1 9

Advocating respect for human rights.



Mission
 
Fight for Humanity is a non-partisan, impartial and independent 
non-governmental organization that seeks to reinforce respect
for the rights of people exposed to human rights abuses in
neglected areas.  
  
The organization relies on International Human Rights Law
contained in international treaties, to promote, through
awareness-raising campaigns, training and dialogue, the basic
rules that guarantee the respect for human dignity.
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Filling a gap in the human rights field

2019 was an exciting year for Fight for Humanity. It should, as it was the first!  

Throughout the years working in and on conflict areas on humanitarian issues,
mainly in areas of non-state or split control, we were challenged with the
implementation gap on the ground. In fact, people in areas affected by violence
and conflict, and especially in non-state areas, were “less equal” than others, as
those controlling the areas were not considered as duty-bearers and were not
included in action towards improving the respect of human rights.

After several months of discussions, Fight For Humanity was born to fill this gap
and work on the promotion of human rights, peace and gender in countries
affected by armed conflict notably in areas controlled by non-state actors. Based
on this objective, we have developed a three-year strategy that put values such as
diversity, inclusion, creativity, new technology, positivity and efficiency at its core. 

During this first year Fight for Humanity developed the organization structurally
and operationally. The governance structure was we set up, policies developed, an
agreement signed with a partner that administers the accounting, payroll, and
grant management, while, at the same time, organizing the first operational
events in Geneva, and starting up in-country projects with partners. We would like
to thank the members of our Committee, the Advisor Council, associate experts,
volunteers, and human rights and humanitarian activists who helped us make this
possible.

Mehmet Balci
Co-Director

Anki Sjöberg
Co-Director
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Our main achievements in 2019

In its first year of existence, Fight for Humanity managed to
create its different bodies (Management, Committe,
Advisory Council), to conduct the necessary administrative
procedures (registration, nonprofit status, bank accounts)
and to set an IT, HR, and financial structure. 

Establishment 

OF THE
ORGANIZATION

First event

ISIS DETAINEES IN
SYRIA

First project

PROTECTING
CHILDREN 

In May, Fight for Humanity organized its first event on how
to provide justice for ISIS victims in North East Syria and
the legal situation of ISIS detainees in the region. This
event led to the start of a project in 2020 to create a
platform and give a voice to ISIS victims in the region.

Children in North East Syria will be better protected from
the conflict following the start of a first project in
collaboration with the United Nations. Fight for Humanity
also contributed to the signature of the Action Plan
between the United Nations and the Syrian Democratic
Forces.
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Fight for Humanity and the Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian
Law and Human Rights co-organized an expert meeting of more than 50
participants – including political and military representatives from North East
Syria, legal experts, and representatives of governments and international
organizations – to explore possible legal solutions for members of the
Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS) detained by the Syrian Democratic Forces
(SDF) in North East Syria. A report was published and shared with relevant
stakeholders together with 10 recommendations to the international
community.

As a follow up, Fight for Humanity, jointly with medico international,
developed a transnational project for Syria and Iraq addressing the first
recommendation “1- Include the victims’ associations in any legal process.”

Promoting justice for ISIS victims in Syria

How to ensure justice for the victims of ISIS in North East Syria

Situation of Jihadi Fighters detained abroad

On 10 October, in order to commemorate the 17th international day against
the death penalty, Fight for Humanity was invited to share its experience and
reflections in relation to the situation of ISIS members and their families held
in North East Syria. To a plentiful, interactive, and diverse audience Mehmet
Balci reaffirmed that the right to a fair trial is essential to democracy and
critical to end the cycle of violence.

Event with the Geneva Academy on 23 May 2019

Event with the Geneva Bar Association on 10 October 2019
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Several thousands foreigners,  Syrians and Iraqis former ISIS fighter - men,
women, children - from 56 different countries are reported to be detained by
the SDF in North East Syria. The SDF has called for the support of the
international community to judge them. Fight for Humanity has been
working to find a solution to their situation in order to get justice for the
victims. 

https://static.wixstatic.com/ugd/dead75_7395d8f1aa884853b2f60089d0909a3c.pdf
https://www.fightforhumanity.org/post/8-recommendations-for-solving-the-issue-of-members-of-the-islamic-state-detained-in-north-east-syria


Fighting for the protection of  children   

Fight for Humanity staff facilitated meetings and communication between
the SDF/Self-Administration and the UN and contributed to the signature of
an action plan to end and prevent the recruitment and use of children under
the age of 18. Fight for Humanity attended and supported the signature of
the action plan, which took place on 29 June in Geneva.

Contribution to the signature of a United Nations action plan

First project to protect children in Syria
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In December Fight for Humanity  signed an agreement on a project to
support  the implementation of the UN/SDF action plan in North East Syria.
This project started with a first trip to Amman, Iraq, and North East Syria (14-
25 December) to prepare the ground for further activities in 2020.

In North East Syria, some brigades of the SDF have been listed in the
Annexes of the Annual Report of the Secretary-General on Children and
Armed Conflict for the recruitment and use of children since 2014. Since its
foundation, Fight for Humanity has been engaging with the SDF and the Self-
Administration in North East Syria on human rights issues including the
protection of children in armed conflict.



Advocating human rights to armed actors
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Are the Geneva Conventions still respected?
Event commemorating the Geneva Conventions at the Swiss Press Club
On 23 October, Anki Sjoeberg, Fight for Humanity Co-Director, was invited by
the Club suisse de la presse to speak on a panel: “Are the Geneva Conventions
still respected?”  Amongst other points, she raised the idea of an international
campaign to promote and protect the Geneva Conventions. This idea attracted
some attention and the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
reached out to explore the publication of the presentation through its blog or
journal. Watch Anki’s intervention as well as those of Marco Sassoli from the
Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights, Jean-
Marie Henckaert from the ICRC and Tawfik Chamaa from the UOSSM. To read
Anki's intervention, please click here.

"When lives are at stake: “Exploring high-pressure negotiations through
storytelling

On 5 November, at the Geneva Peace Week, Fight for Humanity co-organized an
event in partnership with the Center of Competence on Humanitarian
Negotiations (CCHN), the ICRC and the UNCHR. The event offered a behind the
scenes look at how to negotiate in areas affected by armed violence and the
people who conduct them, using a storytelling approach. The event was very
well attended and stimulated a vivid discussion. The event can be watched here. 

Fight for Humanity conducted a series of initiatives in Geneva and in Europe
to advocate the necessity to engage armed and political actors on the
respect for human rights. It also initiated contacts with key conflict actors in
Iraq, Syria, Colombia and Yemen.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r1EJXFmWJfQ&feature=youtu.be
https://static.wixstatic.com/ugd/dead75_5b797dcde3444c0cb40c1919e6be8dae.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YfyakbG2FRY


As its first international public appearance, Fight for Humanity was invited by the
Swedish PMU (of the Pentecostal Movement) to present its experiences from
preventing sexual violence by non-state armed actors at the Swedish
International Development Agency (SIDA) stage of the Almedalen Week (political
festival) in Visby, Sweden. In addition to reaching out to a broader audience, this
visit provided good occasions for networking. 

Preventing sexual violence

Presentation at the Almedalen political festival in Sweden

Research on the prevention of sexual violence by armed groups

Right at the beginning of its existence Fight for Humanity was approached by
Uppsala University and PRIO to participate in a joint edition on Strengthening
efforts to pre-empt conflict-related sexual violence for the Journal of International
Peacekeeping. The article, which forms part of a broader, collaborative text with
leading experts in the area, was submitted to the editors in November and is due
for publication in 2020. 

Berlin High-Level Panel and Professional Roundtable

On 26-27 November, Fight for Humanity was invited to participate in a two-day
discussion on how to strengthen the capacities of humanitarian organizations to
negotiate on the frontlines organized by the CCHN. The main objective of the
conference was to review and discuss a common vision towards the development
of negotiation capabilities of humanitarian organizations and professionals
operating in conflict environments. Mehmet Balci shared his advocacy experience
with armed actors. 

Advocacy workshop

On 29 and 30 November Fight for Humanity’s Co-Director Anki Sjoeberg co-
facilitated an academic workshop on communication for advocacy for HEID
students with Fight for Humanity’s President Ruxandra Stoicescu. It was the
occasion to exchange with students and to get acquainted with some new
literature on the topic
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Establisment of the organization

Creation of the organization and signature of the
statutes

29 March

20 May Release of the logo and website

23 May Organization of the first event on how to obtain justice
for victims of ISIS 

28 June
Swiss cantonal and federal administrations accorded to
Fight for Humanity the status of both public interest
and tax exempt

1 July

15 July

7 August

17 September

15 November

6 December

15 December

Finalization of the 3-year strategic development plan 

Signature of a partnership agreement with a company
specialized in grant and financial management

Election of a new committee of the General Assembly

Registration at the Geneva Register of Commerce

Signature of a first contract for a project on child
protection in Syria

Operationalization of the Advisory Council 

Event at the Geneva Peace Week "Negotiations under
pressure"
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Over the year Fight for Humanity developed its logo, a website, a presentation
flyer, business cards, and opened social media accounts (Twitter, Facebook and
Youtube). It regularly posted content and news on its social media and website.

The organization also obtained media coverage in the media (RTS, Tribune de
Genève etc.). Click here to see the media coverage.

It also created a 9-minute presentation podcast to present itself.

Communication 
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Fight for Humanity approached several potential donors, mostly organizations
such as UN agencies, governments and NGOs. 

https://www.fightforhumanity.org/in-the-media
https://www.fightforhumanity.org/in-the-media
https://soundcloud.com/user-405013016-492585287/promoting-human-rights
https://soundcloud.com/user-405013016-492585287/promoting-human-rights


Financial reports
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Statement of Income and Expenditure

For its first year of operations Fight for Humanity secured some funds from
private donors as well as institutions and started a first project. The financial
statements were audited by Mazars SA. The audit report is available on our
website. 



Financial reports

Balance sheet
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Operational team
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Committee

Ruxandra Stoicescu Marc Bonnet Vicken Cheterian
President Treasurer Secretary

Mehmet Balci Anki Sjöberg Beytul Gorkem
Co-Director Co-Director Head of Operations

Nicolas Sion
Head of Development

Associate experts

Volunteers / Pro Bono 

The Fight for Humanity Committee was elected in August. It is the leading body of
the organization. Every year, it organizes the General Assembly and participates
in decision-making processes.

Chris Rush Carolin Nehmé Mark Knight
Protection and human
rights expert

Humanitarian norms
expert

Expert on Security & Human
Rights during transitions
and in complex
environments.

Giulia Ferraro Rojda Arslan Amanda Fazzone Greig Stevens
Sound and video recorder



Advisory council

Deborah Berlinck Arianna Calza Bini Elisabeth Decrey
Warner

Journalist and co-
Founder of HEADLINES

Head of the Gender and
Mine Action Programme at
the Geneva International
Centre for Humanitarian
Demining

Associate Fellow at the
Geneva Centre for Security
Policy, member of "Leaders
pour la Paix" and founder of
the NGO Geneva Call

Aymar Durant de
Saint André
International Consultant

Jan Fermon Katharine Fortin Ashley Jonathan
Clements

Secretary General of the
International Association
of Democratic Lawyers

Assistant Professor in
International Law at
Utrecht University

Consultant and Researcher
in the humanitarian field

Aurélie Lamazière

Senior Humanitarian
Advocacy Advisor at Save
the Children

Alejandra Miller
Restrepo

James Munn Daragh Murray

Member of the Truth
Commission, Colombia

Director of Humanitarian
Policy for the Norwegian
Refugee Council (NRC)

Senior Lecturer at the
University of Essex School of
Law and Human Rights
Centre

Angela Muvumba
Sällström
Assistant Professor and
Director of International
Training at Uppsala
University’s Department of
Peace and Conflict Research

Jonathan Somer Amberin Zaman

Legal Adviser in
International
Humanitarian Law with
the Danish Red Cross

Senior Correspondent
reporting from the Middle
East, North Africa and
Europe for Al-Monitor
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The role of the Advisory Council is to provide strategic and technical advice  on
the operational direction of Fight for Humanity. The Advisory Committee has a
consultative role and its members serve in their individual capacity.
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